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Students return to school on
Wednesday 3 January 2018

DECEMBER 2017

SSPP NEWS

The Academy closes on
TUESDAY 19 DECEMBER 2017 at 3.15 pm

Christmas Message
all three Academies. Thank you to
all the staff who assisted in
preparing the service and parents
who supported on the night.

TERM DATES 2017
Epiphany Term
Wednesday 3rd January 2018 - All students
Friday 9th February - Last day of term
Easter Term
Monday 19th February - All students
Wednesday 28th March - Last day of term
Friday 30th March - Good Friday

As we approach the end of another
extremely busy term, our journey
through the season of Advent and
into the Christmas festive period has
definitely begun. I hope you enjoy
reading in this packed newsletter
about just a sample of the
wonderful activities our Academy
has been involved in and the many
successes of the term. Thank you to
all of the staff who have contributed
to this newsletter. It is always great
to share what happens at St Peter
and St Paul. The newsletter clearly
shows that at St Peter and St Paul
we really do provide opportunities
for the ‘whole child’ so that they can
develop spiritually, academically,
socially and morally.
I write this message the morning
after the wonderful Joint Advent
Service with two of our partner
primary Academies, St Hugh’s and
Our Lady of Lincoln. The service
definitely got us all in the mood for
Christmas with some exceptional
performances from students across

Our Year 11 and Sixth Form students Monday 2ndApril - Easter Monday
have just finished a very intense two Whitsun Term
weeks of trial examinations. The
Monday 16th April 2018
Friday 25th May - Last day of term
commitment shown by students
was excellent and we look forward
Monday 1st May - Bank Holiday
to using the information gained
Term
from the trial exams so students and Trinity
Monday 4th June 2018
staff can work closely together to
Wednesday 20th July - Last day of term
ensure success in the summer 2018
examinations.
on page 4 of this newsletter but
once again the service showed how
This term the site improvement
respectful, thoughtful and
projects have continued. Our
considerate our students are.
roofing improvements have now
been fully completed and the site
As an Academy we have kept our
security and safeguarding works are focus on the true meaning of
in the very final stages. The
Advent - a time for reflection and
contractors, who carried out the
preparation and a time to share
works, all commented positively on peace and love. I once again thank
how wonderful and polite the
the students, staff, Governors,
students at St Peter and St Paul are. parents and Clergy for their
individual and collective
The Academy community has been contributions to a fantastic term
saddened at the end of this term by overall.
the death of Fr Michael Lynch. He
was a much loved member of our
On behalf of the community of
clergy who will be missed greatly by St Peter and St Paul Catholic
all members of the St Peter and St
Voluntary Academy, I wish each and
Paul community. Our thoughts and every one of you a happy, holy
prayers extend warmly to Fr
Christmas and a successful New
Michael’s family and friends within Year.
the clergy. May he rest in peace.
Mr D Keogh Headteacher
There have been many key events
this term, but in November, we
gathered as a whole Academy
community for our Remembrance
Service. There is more information
www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk
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Advent
Advent is a time when we prepare for
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. It
is a time for us to reflect on the past
year, think about our lives and how we
live. So many of us have so much to
reflect upon from this last year. It is a
time to really reflect on what is really
important and put into perspective
our stresses and strains, in the hope
that our love for one another will help
diminish and eradicate these and bring
us a sense of hope for the coming year.
Pope Francis said, “Advent is a time for
hope, a hope which does not
disappoint. The Lord never lets us
down.” If we take the time to reflect
upon all we have hope for, it can give
us purpose, spirit and the tenacity to
move forward and right the wrongs of
the past year.
Just as any family awaits the birth of a

new child, let us reflect on the birth of
Jesus Christ, Son of God, Mary his
mother and Joseph, who was a
constant strength. Let us take hope
from their humanity and strength
which brought great joy to all people.
Christmas is a time to see the wonder
in all - to be loving and giving to many,
and celebrate what is still to come.
I would like to take this opportunity to
wish you all a very happy and peaceful
Christmas, full
of love and
laughter.

Gaspar, Melchior and Balthasar the three
wise men following the star to Bethlehem

Mrs Shinn,
School
Chaplain

St Nicholas, Patron Saint of Children,
celebrated in Europe on 6th December.
www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk
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Chaplaincy and whole School Spirituality
We have had an amazing year so far within the chaplaincy team; we now have 26 members and are still
growing. The chaplaincy team are proactive in the school community and have been part of charity events
and whole school acts of worship. I would like to say a big thank you to all of the team members who have
worked very hard to make our school community one which is rich in diversity and full of young people for
other students to look up to.

Whole School Welcome Mass
On Tuesday the 3rd of October we came together as a
school community to welcome the new members of
our school community, Fr Eddy and Fr Matthew.
Education Sunday
Staff and students presented Fr Tom McGovern with
gifts from the school at the 11am mass on Education
Sunday. The gifts were specifically chosen to help him
to remember his time at St Peter and St Paul and the
work that he has done in the school and the parish.
Eucharistic Adoration
On Friday the 24th of November, we had a Eucharist
Adoration in the school hall, where Fr Eddy joined us
for a short service and five minutes of silent adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament. We remember that Jesus is
truly present among us in the Blessed Sacrament and
that we can open our hearts to him with confidence
and ask for whatever we wish.

connected events in the Mass, it is called the
Consecration. This is the moment when we believe the
bread and the wine become the Body and Blood of
Jesus. This sacramental change is called
Transubstantiation.
It is recognition that God, who is also called
'Emmanuel', throughout the Bible is with us and God
keeps his word and is with us in the gift of the
Eucharist (or the Blessed Sacrament as we call the
consecrated Bread), changed into the body of Jesus
and normally kept in the Tabernacle in all Catholic
Churches and Chapels.
Today we are demonstrating Jesus present in the
Blessed Sacrament by using a Monstrance , a precious
holder of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. So now in
the presence of Jesus we can acknowledge the gift of
Jesus to the world at Calvary, speak to him 'heart to
heart' in the quiet of the chapel, think about our
relationship with Jesus, and all the relationships in our
life and our journey to Heaven, where please God, we
will then see Jesus face to face and understand the
wonderful plan of God in the gift of the Eucharist - to
be present to us on Earth as
a foretaste of heaven.

I think we are aware now that on TV, using our own
remote, we can freeze frame. Exposition is the 'freeze
framing' of the centre of the Mass when we
participate in the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. Jesus
gave himself completely to us through his death on the
cross, and he prefigured this moment with his special Words from Fr John Paul,
Diocese of Nottingham
meal with the apostles at the Last Supper.
When we celebrate and 'remember' these two
www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk
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Remembrance Service - 10 November 2017
We will Remember…….
On Friday 10th of November, as a community, we paid
our respects to the fallen of all wars in a
Remembrance Service held at St Peter and St Paul
Catholic Church. A special tribute to the 100th
Anniversary of the Battle of Passchendaele was made
during the service. As we came together, we were
joined by the Governors who listened to readings and
poetry that was indicative to the memory and the
legacy left by all those who have so bravely given their
life for our future. As a school community, we have a
number of students who are part of the Cadets. These
students, in full uniform, led by Mr Barr, paraded with
their colours. The school choir performed beautiful
renditions of ‘Benedictus’ and ‘The Song of Purple
Summer’ which created a peaceful tone for the rest of
the service. We were fortunate to be joined by Rod
Whiting from Lincolnshire Radio and he broadcast
parts of the service and interviews with the staff and
students on his Sunday morning radio show. The
students, as usual, were very moved by the service
and showed a great deal of respect and maturity; they
were given time after the service to reflect on
remembrance and what it means to us all.

The Whole School Art
Piece
Similar to last year, the school
has created another whole
school art piece. This year’s
theme is based on the hymn:
‘This is my Body’ “Filled with
my spirit, how you will grow.
You are the branches, I am the
tree.”
This art piece is to represent us
as a community and how we
make up every part of its being.
Each student and member of
staff had an autumnal leaf,
which they wrote their names
on, and this was then attached
to the branches of the tree.
www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk
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Safeguarding at SSPP
All of the Academy’s safeguarding policies and
procedures are available on our website and we
encourage parents to view these documents to get an
understanding of how we at SSPP continue to keep
children safe. The aim of this information is to
communicate key information with parents
concerning ways in which you can safeguard your
own children at home as well as continually
demonstrating our commitment to working with
parents and pupils to actively promote the
safeguarding and welfare of children.

know in the real world and discuss safe use with your
child
With regard to games, we are increasingly aware that
some younger pupils either play on or watch adults or
older siblings playing on games with age 18
ratings. The website: www.askaboutgames.com
provides further information about video games
ratings and offers real family stories and suggestions
on how video games can be a creative and
collaborative experience for all the family.

Winter Safety
With the dark days well and truly upon us, we would
ask you, as parents, to ensure that your child is visible
There are also links on our website which signpost
to cars and other road users on their way to and from
you and your children to lots of useful materials
aimed at raising awareness of many areas of concern. school. Please ensure that they are taking safe routes
and not walking through the parks or alley ways on
These include: internet safety, racism, bullying,
keeping children safe, domestic violence and support their own.
services. We are adding information to the website
Reminder
constantly and would ask that you check the page on
Parents are, as always, asked to report safeguarding
a regular basis.
concerns to the Academy so that we can provide
support and guidance and, where necessary, access
Online Safety
external agency support, with the aim of keeping the
As Christmas draws near, a lot of you may be
young person safe from harm. We also encourage all
considering buying mobile phones / tablets for your
students and staff to report safeguarding concerns
children or new games for them to play on their Xdirectly to their teacher, tutor, head of House or the
Boxes, PCs and PlayStations as gifts.
Designated Safeguarding Leads.
As parents we are sure you are more than aware of
The Designated Safeguarding Lead is:
the risks our young people face online and that they Mr P Wilkinson - 01522 871400 /
do not always realise they are putting themselves at sspp@sspp.lincs.sch.uk
risk when accessing social media or online gaming. As The Deputy Safeguarding Lead is:
parents we ask you to be vigilant about what your
Mrs D Hennell (Learning Support Manager) child accesses on the internet. Although it is the
01522 871400 / sspp@sspp.lincs.sch.uk
policy of Facebook and other well-known social
The Designated Safeguarding Governor is:
networks that children under the age of 13 are not
Mrs C Latimer.
allowed a profile, it is widely known that many
And finally:children below that age are accessing this type of
We are looking to form a group, with wide
social media.
representation, to look in detail at online safety
We strongly advise that children under the age of 13 within the Academy, the use of social media, internet
do not have access to these networks. Those that are access and online safety education. If you would be
aged 13 or above should be reminded about the
interested in joining our Online Safety Committee (as
sharing of personal information and making new
a parent representative) and have some knowledge of
‘friends’ on social media who in fact they do not really ICT, please drop us an email at:
know. Ignoring ratings can subject your child to
sspp@sspp.lincs.sch.uk
images or situations that they are not emotionally
ready for. Please ensure the security settings are set
to the highest level so that only friends can see their
We wish you a safe Christmas!
information; check that their friends are people they
www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk
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Samaritan’s Purse Shoebox Appeal 2017
Once again we have managed to send some wonderful
boxes to the Samaritan’s Purse Shoebox Appeal. We
have beat all our records this year and have sent a
staggering 91 boxes! These are now on their way to
help children in areas of great need regardless of their
background or religion. This was a great success with
each form donating at least one shoebox. A special
thanks to those students, their families and members
of our wider community, who filled their own boxes.
This really was a fantastic achievement. “A small
shoebox can have a big impact. What goes into the
box is fun, but what comes out of it is eternal”.
Please take a look at the Samaritan’s Purse website
and see for yourself the journey a box makes and the
impact it has on a child. So once again, a big, big
thank you to everyone who donated goods or money
towards a cause which reminds less fortunate children
that God loves them and that they have not been
forgotten this Christmas.

The House Chess Championship
Thank you to Mr Georgiou for
running this. Well done to
Bernadette for winning the InterHouse chess championships.
Bernadette
Francis
Hugh

51

1st

39

2nd

24

3rd

The Staff Volleyball Team
Our new Staff Volleyball Team consists of: Challenger
(Viper), McPhail (Cougar), Henderson (Slider), Clark
(Hollywood), Thornton (Goose), Kutarski (Charlie), Carroll
(Merlin), Cybulski (Maverick), Woodgate (Iceman) and
Evans (Jester); we also have a kit. In the first round of
games, the staff well and truly ‘trounced’ the Sixth Form
under the leadership of Mr Carroll. There is now a second
tournament underway involving two staff teams named - the Youth (under
40s) versus Experienced (over 40s). So far, the Youth team are winning 1-0.
www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk
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Stitch a Tree Project
Mrs Gowshall’s Form
Group are participating
in Alice Kettle’s Stitch a
Tree project. The aim of
the project is to show
support for displaced
people around the
world. Students have
been sewing trees
which will be arranged
into a large embroidery
called Forest by artist
Alice Kettle. Forest will
be displayed at the Whitworth Gallery, Manchester in September 2018.

Year 7 Recycling and Anti-Litter Campaign
During the last term, Year 7s worked on their writing and grammar skills in English. In
Miss Cleaver’s class, they studied The Natural World; they looked at nature
documentaries, recycling and anti-litter campaigns. As a result of this, the students
took part in a competition where they created a poster encouraging others in the
school to recycle and throw away their litter. On Wednesday 22 nd November, the
Student Council voted for the best poster out of a selection of seven from the class.
Well done to the winner: Ernest Bondarenko, shown with his poster here! His work
will be up and around the school after the Christmas holidays.

Lip Sync Battle
This year, students are competing in the first Academy wide Inter-house
Championship competition. This term, students have been participating in a ‘Lip
Sync Battle’ where they were required to choreograph and perform to a hit song
of their choice. The standard of competition was immense; four intense heats
culminated in a nail biting final where our Year 11 student, Elliott Sanders, took
home the coveted ‘Lip Sync Battle’ trophy for Francis house with his rendition of
‘Eye of the Tiger’ by Survivor. Well done to all competitors
(both staff and students!) and we look forward to next year’s competition!

Francis House Liturgy
On Wednesday the 4th of October, Francis House came
together to celebrate the feast day of St Francis

All Saints Day
Our students had the opportunity to attend a 9.30am
mass in St Peter and St Paul’s Church to celebrate All
Saints Day alongside members of the Parish. In form
time, students said a special prayer to mark the Holy

Day of Obligation and discussed which saints they
admired and why.

Hugh House Liturgy
On Friday the 17th of November, Hugh House came
together to celebrate the feast day of St Hugh.
We would like to say a big thank you to Fr Eddy who
joined us on both of these occasions.

www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk
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Dress a Girl Around the World
Well done to Year 8 students who have been working hard to create pillowcase dresses for Dress a Girl
Around the World. They have been looking at fashion design, using the sewing machines and embellishing
their dress in various ways. Dress a Girl Around the World is a Campaign, under Hope 4 Women
International, bringing dignity to women around the world since 2006. “We dream of a world in which every
girl has at least one new dress. We want girls to know that they are worthy of respect, and that they are loved
by God.”

Year 9 GCSE Three-Dimensional Design
Year 9 students are working on a mixed media project inspired by Bryony Jennings who creates 3D animal
sculptures. Students are currently adding textiles to create a patchwork effect.

Example by Bryony Jennings

www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk
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A note from the Governors
On behalf of the Governors, I would
like to extend a warm welcome as we
approach the end of another busy
school term at SSPP. The last three
weeks have been particularly hectic as
our Key Stage 4 students have taken
their practice exams (mocks) following the same
procedure as they will be doing in the summer, in
preparation for their GCSEs and A levels. We look
forward to seeing the outcome of these; they will give
us a good indication of the summer results and all the
students’ hard work and dedication will pay off in
2018.

been extended on the site offering a safe environment
for students. Another key safeguarding aspect is
being undertaken by the governors with an online
questionnaire and training exercise. This enables us to
make sure that we are properly engaged with our
Academy community and that we are prepared for the
needs and challenges that may present themselves
within daily life at SSPP.

As Christmas is a time for celebrating, we look forward
to celebrating our Key Stage 4 students’ achievements
from the exams taken in the summer at the Academy
Awards Ceremony taking place on the 18th December.
This event always promises to provide the governors
and staff with immense pride seeing SSPP having such
a positive impact on the outcomes for our students.
Our expectations were high and our students did not
disappoint, awarding us with some fantastic results.

I attend the parents’ forum session that is run by the
Academy and is chaired by Mr Wilkinson. These are
held once a term with a group of parents and it is an
informal but informative discussion about what the
Academy is proposing to do during the coming term.
As parents, we are offered the opportunity to extend
our thoughts and feelings on these actions. We also
actively discuss the impact that any previous actions
have had on our children. Likewise, Mr Wilkinson tells
us how it has made a difference to the students and
the Academy. We discuss topics such as: uniform,
school lunches, parent pay, trips and rewards. If any
parent would like to be involved, we would gladly
welcome you and your opinions. Just come along to
the next meeting. The date and time can be found on
the Academy website or Facebook.

The Academy has recently had lots of work done to
improve the buildings and learning environment for
the students with the roof, facias and guttering having
all been replaced or repaired, a new fence and gates
have been erected around the perimeter the CCTV has

The Governing Body would like to thank all the
students and staff for their hard work in making SSPP
a warm, welcoming place to learn and we wish you all
a peaceful Christmas break and look forward to seeing
you all in the new year.

Win a Christmas Hamper

Weather Notice
We would like to take this
opportunity to remind parents
about how to find out the latest
news should the Academy have
to take the decision to close.
The quickest and best route is
to check the school website:
www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk
This site will always have the
very latest information
available. However, we will
notify BBC Radio incolnshire
and Lincs FM radio
stations that we
are closed.

Mrs Rodak held a raffle in order
to raise some much needed
funds for ‘Young Carers’.

The legend of the Poinsettia
www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk
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As part of our Wednesday afternoon enrichment
programme, a group of sixth formers have been
After months of fierce
visiting DW Fitness on Tritton Road to use their
competition, dating back
facilities. They have been instructed on how to use a
to the 21st of September, variety of resistance and cardiovascular equipment
Morgan Clarkson’s
while partaking in various fitness challenges. Many
‘Clarkalona’ came out on
thanks
top against Harry Watson’s must go to
‘Elementary FC’ in the final ex-pupil
of the Senior Winter
Laura
Football League. After his
White
team were reduced to just (pictured),
5 players through illness,
and her
Morgan’s ‘tactical masterclass’ (his words) saw his
team, who
side run out 1-0 winners with Cassidy South slotting
have made
past his twin Oscar to take the title and family
these visits
bragging rights! Clarkalona’s players will now receive possible.
invites to the PE Department Christmas Winners’
Dinner alongside tournament top-scorer Miki
Kosmider.

Sporting News from the PE Department

Medical Mavericks
On the 8th of November a group of students
travelled to Bishop Grosseteste University to
experience Medical Mavericks, the UK’s number 1
medical careers roadshow. The purpose of the day
was to inform our pupils about the full range of
careers available within the National Health
Service and hopefully to inspire them to pursue a
vocation in medicine. The day was hosted by Tom
‘The Human Guinea Pig’ who experimented on
himself using a whole host of cutting edge medical
equipment whilst we watched and asked
questions. After this we were allowed to use this
equipment ourselves with students taking blood
from a fake arm, monitoring their lung function,
taking pictures of their own retinas and using a
£10,000 ultrasound machine to view their own
hearts! Thanks to Tom, Hayley at LincHigher and
Mrs Sansam for organising a truly inspirational
day.

A polite note to parents/carers:Please remember that it is not possible to see you on demand. Kindly
make sure you have made an appointment with the appropriate
member of staff before arriving at the Academy to avoid
disappointment.
www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk
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Community Larder Lincoln 2017
The Academy is continuing to support the Community Larder Lincoln. Students have been collecting food
items from each form group on a weekly basis. On the 15 th of December our food collection for the
Community Larder was delivered to the YMCA Annex on Rosemary Lane. Thank you to all students and staff
for your donations. We are also donating all proceeds from our Christmas Market on the 19 th of December to
the Nomad Trust.

The School Council
The School Council is working very hard this term to
enable our students to give as much time as possible
in their busy academic year to help others. We have
changed the format this term. We now have a Head
Boy, Head Girl and Deputies who run whole School
Council, with other members of the Sixth Form and
students from all year groups. At present, we hold a
meeting every six weeks. We may have more
meetings in the future, but it depends on exams and
studying.
Our main fundraiser this year is the Nomad Trust. We
discussed at length the sad plight of people living
rough on the streets of our beautiful city. We all felt it
was vital that we did something to help. As an
Academy, we already provide food for the Community
Larder. On Friday 24 November 2017, a party of
students accompanied Mrs Scumaci to Marks and
Spencer to bag-pack for the Nomad Trust. The
managers there are always extremely welcoming to
our students as their behaviour and good manners
towards their customers is exemplary.
Proceeds from the non-uniform day at the end of this
term will also be used for the Nomad Trust. A
percentage of the money will hopefully go towards
buying our own puppy for Guide Dogs for the Blind.

We have been asked to send in three names for our
puppy which will be chosen by the training kennel.
Guide Dogs for the Blind was our named charity last
year.
Boultham Park have many voluntary opportunities to
be involved in and Joshua Wood, the Head Boy, is
corresponding on a regular basis with their team of
volunteers. We will keep you updated with the team
of students who will be giving their time in the park
this year.
Many issues are discussed at School Council: how to
improve the building, the classrooms, rewards for
attendance and good behaviour. We have the
opportunity, through these meetings, to give our
students ownership. They learn valuable lessons in
how to chair and run a meeting; they are invited to
speak to the full Governing Body at Governors’
meetings.
In the words of the lead Ofsted Inspector: “your
students are delightful". I can second that! I am very
proud to work in this thriving Community. It is a real
privilege.
Have a happy and safe Christmas. Liz Scumaci.
(Governor to Student Council)

www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk
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Academy Trips this term…..
Lockerbrook Outdoor Centre - October 2017 Day two started with group activities consisting of
orienteering, den building, night-line and cycling.
Following all these exertions, everyone was ready for
the delicious hearty meal prepared by our own staff,
followed by prayers.
In keeping with the Catholic ethos of our school, a
‘Gospel Value’ was discussed each morning based on
the Mission Statement of the Academy: ‘Living Life to
The Full ‘. Reflection and prayers also opened and
closed each day.
All of these activities allowed each child to excel in
skills such as team building, leadership and problem
solving as well as building up their confidence, selfesteem and developing new friendships. All of these
An action packed programme started off with an
skills can be used to under-pin their academic
energetic hike alongside the Derwent reservoir with a
progress.
friendly ‘stone- skimming’ contest thrown in for good
measure. Following the walk, it was back to the centre After our visit, staff at Lockerbrook forwarded us the
for supper, followed by evening activities including
following:
roasting marshmallows by an open fire. Prayers
“Can I just say what a complete delight it was to host
ended the formal part of the evening.
your school at Lockerbrook Farm. The young
people were a delight
– always polite,
helpful, enquiring and
interested and I really
enjoyed working with
them and all the
great teachers”.
During the first week of October, Year 7 students
went to Lockerbrook Outdoor Centre, in the beautiful
Peak District National Park, Derbyshire. Set high up in
“The Peaks” and overlooking the magnificent
Ladybower Reservoir, our students had a fantastic
opportunity to meet and work with other students
and staff in their first term at St Peter and St Paul
Catholic Voluntary Academy. Composed of two
groups, each stayed either from the Monday morning
to Wednesday midday, or Wednesday midday to
Friday afternoon.

The novel is studied for GCSE English Literature so a
trip such as this is important for revision as well as to
On Friday 17th November, the English Department
provide a visual performance for the students. All
took 40 students from Years 9, 10 and 11 to see the
enjoyed what they saw and have a renewed
production of A Christmas Carol at the Trinity Arts
enthusiasm for the text. An old story, the themes and
Centre in Gainsborough performed by the
ideas of looking after those who may be less fortunate
Chapterhouse Theatre Company.
than yourself, are still very relevant today. Students
The theatre was intimate and atmospheric, being an
enjoyed the trip and we look forward to taking
old church converted to a theatre. Students enjoyed a another group next year.
performance featuring carol singers and various
special effects to show the different spirits that visit
Ebenezer Scrooge. The highlight of these was the
ghost of Christmas Yet to Come which was a huge
looming character over the set. There were also
scenes of singing and dancing that got all of us into the
Christmas spirit!

A Christmas Carol

www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk
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News from the Library
Volunteer Readers’ Award
As part of the Accelerated Reader/Renaissance Awards 2017,
Mrs Sansam nominated our team of Volunteer Readers as a
“Thank you” for their contribution to Literacy at St Peter and St
Paul Catholic Voluntary Academy. We are delighted that the
Renaissance Awards acknowledged and supported this nomination
and have awarded the team a
Certificate of Recognition
that will be proudly displayed
in the Library in honour of
this.
Our Volunteer Readers are a
dedicated group of ladies who support our young students each week to
improve both their ability and confidence in their literacy skills. Our
Volunteer Readers are: Jane Graham, Sue Clark, Cathy Latimer and Diane
Hipworth. A big thank you and a peaceful Christmas to you all.

Reading Wall
To promote what has been read in school, we
have started up a reading wall in the library.
Staff and students are invited to post what
they have read recently and to share their
thoughts and feelings on the books. We have
a range of posts so far and are aiming to fill the
board in the coming months. All are welcome
and any book can be shared! We have also
started a book group in school. Our first read
was ‘How to Stop Time’ by Matt Haig. We met
to discuss this and it stimulated an interesting discussion. ‘Wonder’ by R. J. Palacio is our next book.

A Dickensian Christmas
Not a “Bah Humbug” in sight as the English
Department and Library prepare for the festive
season with a Dickensian themed display in the
Library. The display is based on ‘A Christmas
Carol’ by Charles Dickens and focuses on how
both light and shade are used to illustrate the
characters of the novella and how they impact on
each other throughout the story and society itself.
The display is tactile, using traditional Victorian
colours, inviting students to look at and examine
the props and ‘prompt cards’ to enhance their
understanding of the book.

www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk
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Zest Theatre
On the 16th November 2017, Year 11 GCSE Drama students went on a theatre trip to see ‘What Once Was
Ours’ by Zest Theatre at the Terry O Tool Theatre in Lincoln. It was an immersive experience allowing the
students to get up close to the actors and feel part of the production. The play was created against the
background of Brexit, exploring how politics and National values have an impact on complex family
relationships. At the end of the production, the students plucked up the courage to speak to one of the actors
who gave some advice and words of wisdom for their own GCSE Drama productions. It was a brilliant
experience for all who went. Zest Theatre are definitely worth keeping an eye out for!

The Sandman
The BTEC Dance students went to see a production of ‘The Sandman’ by The Chantry Dance Company at the
New Theatre Royal, Lincoln. Chantry Dance Company presents a fabulous, original full-length contemporary
ballet for 2017. The Sandman’s magical rainbow umbrella imparts good dreams, and his dark umbrella brings
nightmares to humans. A woman yearns for good dreams to heal her ailing husband, so she visits the Dream
World to steal the umbrellas. But what will happen if the umbrellas get mixed up?
CDC is run by choreographers, Paul Chantry & Rae Piper, known for their work on shows including
‘GANGSTA GRANNY’ and ‘HORRIBLE HISTORIES’. A curtain-raiser performance by the Young Choreographers
Celebration Winners takes place as part of this production. The BTEC Dance students were able to participate
in a question and answer session at the end of the performance and had the pleasure of watching ex-pupil
Emily Atkinson dancing with the company for her winning role in the Young Choreographers Celebration.

Royal Geographical Society Quiz
This term saw the first in the year’s series of Royal Geographical Society World Wise Quiz events. The event
was hosted by Lincoln Christ’s Hospital School and featured teams from around Lincoln. Three year 11s were
selected to represent SSPP at the event which included A-Z knowledge rounds, picture, map skills and
fieldwork rounds, all of which put their GCSE knowledge and skills firmly to the test! The competition was
tough but the team from SSPP worked hard and dominated the new organisational logos round which had
been added for the first time this year. The event was won by LSST school who went on to become County
champions. Students involved were Paige Crampton, Emily Wylie and Kacie Deakin.

Sir Isaac Newton Lecture at RAF Cranwell
A number of our Year 12 and Year 13 Biology and Forensic Science students were privileged to attend one of
the famous Sir Isaac Newton Lectures at RAF Cranwell in October. Along with around 500 other students from
schools across the region, they listened to an inspiring and thought-provoking talk about the genetic links we
all share with famous characters from history, and how, ultimately, we are all related to each other. The
lecture was presented by experienced geneticist, author and broadcaster, Adam Rutherford, who edited the
journal Nature for more than a decade.
Our students were fascinated to learn how DNA was used in conjunction with historical evidence to confirm
that the skeleton found in the Leicester car park was that of Richard III. It would be true to say that the subject
of inbreeding cropped up on more than one occasion during the presentation and it seems that there has been
a fair bit of it in human history - a fact that the audience found quite perturbing. Taken to the extreme, as in
certain royal families, the consequences can be disastrous.
The lecturer used King Charles II of Spain to illustrate that, if your parents are too closely related, your chances
of inheriting two copies of a faulty gene are greatly increased. (The last of the Habsburg rulers had parents
who were uncle and niece). More details about this, and other points raised in the lecture, can be found in
Brian Rutherford’s latest book A Brief History of Everyone Who Has Ever Lived, which promises to be an
entertaining and informative read.
By M. Hockney
www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk
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Aspire Day - Mark Grist
During Aspire Day, we were very lucky to be visited by
the poet Mark Grist. Mark used to be an English
teacher but left to pursue a career as a poet. He has
also taken part in rap battles and shared the story of
how a dare at the school he worked at led him to
become a ‘youtube’ sensation!
Mark worked with our students on their own poems
through workshops and group writing. Some of the
work produced was interesting and entertaining. It
was great to have some inspiration from a poet and
they really responded well. Students were given the
opportunity to ask questions about how he chose this
career path and we learned that Mark travels the
world performing in and promoting various rap battle
competitions, as well as supporting in the Poetry Slam
event. We were also treated to performances of a
poem he wrote to a girl he met (who is now his wife),
as well as poems about his dog and a performance of
the first rap
he
performed
about board
games
under the
guise of his
alter ego
‘The Count
of Monty
Gristo’.
Sixth Form
Year 12 students spent their
Aspire day receiving
instruction and information
about staying safe when
travelling in a car. Pupils
watched a live dramatic
presentation entitled ‘2 Fast 2
Soon’ before being shown
some basic car maintenance
by our very own Mr Barr. They
then took it in turns to
experience a simulated car
crash. The experience was direct and hard-hitting but will
undoubtedly contribute to keeping our students safe on
Lincolnshire’s notoriously dangerous roads.

It would seem he has inspired people to try and take
this route for themselves! It was great to meet Mark
Grist and to see how well our students responded, as
well as to read the thoughtful and insightful poems
they created. He commented on the high standard of
work

Loughborough University. Although famous for its world
class sports facilities, Loughborough also specialises in
other subjects of interest to our students such as
Engineering. Pupils gained an insight into higher education
practices and were treated to a guided tour of the campus.
Whilst our Year 13 students were being shown around, Mr
Keogh and selected GCSE Physical Education students were
treated to a Sports Science Experience: learning about
sports drinks, being coached in handball and having their
personal fitness tested. Feel free to ask Mr Keogh who won
the sprint test.

To enhance our Year 13s’ academic aspirations even
further, Mr Woodgate organised a visit to the prestigious
www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk
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ASPIRE DAY NOVEMBER 2017
Once again Aspire Day provided an action packed day for all students with a range of professionals coming
into the Academy to educate our youngsters on matters outside of those on the normal academic curriculum

Year 7
Year 7 pupils experienced an M.A.D (Multi-Activity-Day) provided by the Stay Safe
Partnership and our very own school chaplain Mrs Shinn. Students rotated through short
workshops on fire safety, staying safe online, healthy relationships, alcohol awareness, antisocial behaviour and mindfulness. Some potentially life-changing/saving information was
passed on with one student exclaiming that he simply ‘did not realise just how dangerous it
was to leave my mobile on charge overnight!’

Year 8
Year 8 pupils broadened their horizons with a day spent learning about both the democratic
process in the United Kingdom and the world of Islam. The Humanities Department led the
work on the democratic process with students learning about the various political parties and
how they vie for power and control of Westminster. Having created their own political party
and designed a manifesto, their ideas were held to account at the ballot box. Has a future
Prime Minister been found? Watch this space!
Students then moved on to spend time with the RE Department, learning about the
fascinating world of the Islamic faith. From the different styles of dress worn by males and
females, to the fasting month of Ramadan, students increased their knowledge of a
Mrs Mason
religion that plays a key role in the modern community.
demonstrating

Year 9

‘modest dress’

Year 9 pupils spent the whole day investigating the contentious issue of hidden sugar in our food and drink.
With the PE team, pupils all got a free Lucozade drink before analysing its sugar content and having to burn it
off with a circuit training session. The drinking part was certainly easier than the exercise! Pupils then moved
on to the Technology department where they designed and made their own smoothies, using both standard
and alternative ingredients including cinnamon and garlic! Alongside this, pupils had to design their own
smoothie packaging and learnt how to read the nutritional food labels in order to make better future choices
regarding the food that they consume.

Year 10
Year 10 pupils looked towards their futures with workshops on revision techniques, higher education and
healthy relationships. Nurses from the Positive Health charity educated our students on how to conduct
positive personal relationships including vital information on consent and sexual health. This group then
moved on to work with motivational speakers Mad 4 Life who showed them just how productive a short
revision session could be with a whole class learning a full page of information about Walt Disney in just 5
minutes without ever putting pen to paper. Afterwards, one pupil stated, ‘now I know that I can revise well
without writing notes, I’m going to do far more of it!’. The day was then topped off by a visit from Bishop
Grosseteste University who provided an aspirational session about just how far our pupils can go if they put
their minds to it.
www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk
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Awards Evening - December 2017
Guest Speaker, Mrs Angela Andrews,
(Former Student), Chief Executive and Town Clerk of
Lincoln City Council
Former student Angela Andrews (nee Dillon) is Lincoln
born and bred. She attended St Peter and St Paul School
from 1978 to 1982 where she left with 11
‘O’ Levels. Angela decided that University was not for
her and began working at the City of Lincoln Council as a
trainee.
She studied at Lincoln College in 1989 on day release for
her Association of Accounting Technician finals and then
went on to Nottingham Business School to study
Chartered Accountancy – she qualified as a Chartered
Accountant in 1993. Angela has now worked for the City of Lincoln Council for
nearly 35 years in a variety of challenging roles – examples include Chief
Accountant, Head of Finance and IT, Director of Resources and, since 2015, Chief
Executive. As Chief Executive she is now the most senior officer within the
Council and has responsibility for 690 staff.
Angela still lives in the Lincoln area with her husband and teenage daughter and
has a real passion for the public sector and its values. She is committed to
continuing to help to improve our beautiful City for all who live, learn, work and
visit.

KEY STAGE 5 SUBJECT AWARDS
The Headteacher’s Award for
Ruth Karan
Academic Attainment at Key Stage 5
The Headteacher’s Award for
Devon Chapman
Academic Effort at A Level
The Charles Riley Memorial Award for Ruth Karan
Achievement in Religious Studies at A Level
The David Goddard Memorial Award for Imran Miah
Achievement in English at A Level
The Mathematics Award for
Hollie Jepson
Achievement at A Level
The Physics Award for
Francesca Seychell
Achievement at A Level
The School Association Award for
Loretta McAndrew
Achievement in Biology at A Level
The Forensic Science Award for
Daniel Jackman
Achievement at A Level
The Psychology Award for
Prisca Munzemba
Achievement at A Level
The St Joseph’s Award for
Devon Chapman
Achievement in History at A Level
The Government and Politics Award for Marie Young
Achievement At A Level
The St Hugh’s Award for
Jordan Brooks
Achievement in ICT Level 3
The German Award for
Eick Armes
Achievement at A Level
The Art Award for
Cordelia Clarkson
Achievement at A Level
The Luiggi Award for Achievement in
Kurt Brailsford
Vocational Studies at Key Stage 5
The Award for Achievement in
Karolina Kmiec
Business Studies
The Award for Achievement in
Chloe Ramsay
Health & Social Care
The Margaret Cox Award for
Karolina Kmiec
Achievement in Community Languages
The Award for Construction at Level 2 Jack Lovelock

YEAR 12 HEADTEACHER AWARDS
The Headteacher’s Award for
Attainment at AS Level in Year 12
The Headteacher’s Award for
Effort at AS level in Year 12
The School Association Award for
Achievement in Drama at AS Level

Christian Kirk
Katherine Mulligan
Gabriel Bell

KEY STAGE 4 AWARDS
The Headteacher’s Prize for
Joseph Lynch/Jasmine Butt
Academic Attainment
The Headteacher’s Prize for
Zuzanna Walaszczyk
Academic Effort
The GCSE Prize for Religious Studies
Keelan O’Reilly
The GCSE Prize for English
Leroy Pereira
The GCSE Prize for Mathematics
Amber Mitchell
The Prize for Achievement in Science
Wiktoria Pachla
The GCSE Prize for Biology
Amber Mitchell
The GCSE Prize for Chemistry
William Oldham
The GCSE Prize for Physics
Joseph Lynch
The GCSE Prize for History
Kieran Milne
The GCSE Prize for Geography
Adam Korneluk
The GCSE Prize for French
Jasmine Butt
The GCSE Prize for German
James Broughton
The Prize for Computer Science
Zuzanna Walaszczyk
The GCSE Prize for Sport
Brandon Conlon
The Kevin McGarr Prize for Sport
Jonah Sanders
The GCSE Prize for Drama
Joseph Tweddle
Our Lady of Lincoln Prize for Art
Jasmine Butt
The Betty Noonan Memorial Prize
Olivia Vickers
For Food Technology
The GCSE Prize for Photography
Alex Brodrick
The Les Osborn Memorial Prize for
Maddison Slattery
Vocational Education at Key Stage 4
The Prize for ICT at Key Stage 4
Jacob Thorne
The Prize for Vocational Education
Billy Craig
At Key Stage 4 - Business
The Prize for Vocational Education
Keely Allen
At Key Stage 4 - Child Development

Outstanding Contribution to Academy Life Sean O’Reilly and Hollie Jepson
The Sheila Phillips Memorial Prize - Eick Armes
Don Felipas Trophy - Jordan Brooks
The Bishop Grosseteste Prize
for Arts - Marie Young
The Bishop Grosseteste Prize
for Sciences - Loretta McAndrew
Lincoln University Business and ICT - Holly Reeves
The Governors’ Award - Jennifer Evans
Laurie Ellicot Prize for Additional Needs - Chloe Ramsay
Student Council Award - Nicol Bozek
Student of the Year - Emma Hodgson

www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk
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Year 8 Fine Art Portraits

Year 7 Needle Felting Starfish

Year
11
Mock
Art
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Noticeboard
Students being dropped off and collected
from school:Parents who drive their children to and
from school should not be entering into
the school car park. This is an extremely
busy area at these times and it is requested
that parents drop off and arrange to collect
their children from outside the school
gates. Also, we ask that all parents are
considerate of our neighbours on Western
Avenue and do not block their driveways or
park on the grass verges.
School Coats and Uniforms
We expect students to wear either a plain
black or a plain dark blue weatherproof
coat whilst on the Academy site. We
would also like to remind parents of the
correct school uniform. A full description
can be found in students’ daybooks.

Ensuring your child’s regular attendance is your
legal responsibility. By law, absences can only be
authorised by school; absences are not authorised
simply by a parent calling in. Any absence during
term time affects the continuity of a child’s
schooling and more frequent absence seriously
affects their learning. The school year is 190 days.
Whilst attendance of 90% may sound impressive, by
the end of the academic year, a student with 90%
attendance will have missed 19 days of learning.
Evidence has shown that if a child’s attendance falls
below 90%, it directly impacts on their academic
progress and ultimately their future employability.
Holidays in Term Time
There is no legal entitlement for parents/carers to
take their children out of school for holidays during
term time. The Academy expects support from
parents/carers by not taking their children out of
school during term time. Any requests for leave of
absence should be made prior to the period of
absence in writing to the Head teacher. In most
cases however, the absence will be coded as
unauthorised, and where there are other
attendance issues, legal action may be incurred.
Medical Appointments
Medical or dental appointments, whenever
possible, should be arranged outside of school
hours. A whole day of absence will not be
authorised for routine medical appointments such
as a dental check-up.

Parents - Please ensure that all
students who cycle to school, wear
helmets.

Please visit our website and click on the links to follow our
Facebook and Twitter pages, for regular news and updates

www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk

Why Regular Attendance is so Important

Persistent Absenteeism
Pupils with attendance of 90% or less across the
academic year are categorised by the Department
of Education as a ‘persistent absentee’. This is
irrespective of the reasons given for the absences
and it does not matter whether the absences have
been authorised by the Academy or not. When a
student’s school attendance drops below 90%, we
do not routinely authorise any absence unless it is
supported by medical evidence.

www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk
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Noticeboard

Please remember that students return to the
Academy on Wednesday 3rd January 2018
at 8.40 am

Last day of term!
On the 19th December 2017, we will be holding a Christmas Market in school for students.
Years 7 and 8 will attend during Period 3 and Years 9, 10 and 11 during Period 4. If students
would like to purchase items during the Christmas market, they will need to bring cash. There
will still be festive food available in the canteen during break and lunch, however, which can be
purchased through parent pay. This day will also be a non-uniform day with all proceeds going
to support The Nomad Trust.
Please ensure that your child is dressed appropriately for the day, for example: no extremes in
clothing, bare midriffs, miniskirts, excessive jewellery or inappropriate slogans on T-Shirts. If
your son/daughter wishes to wear non-uniform, then please send £2.00 into school; money
should be given to their Form Tutor. If you have more than one child in the Academy, then a
donation is asked for of £1.00 per child.

Years 11, 12 and 13 Whole Year
Photographs

Student Assessment Weeks
Year 9 - week commencing
Monday 15th January 2018
Year 10 - week commencing
Monday 5th February 2018
Year 8 - week commencing
Monday 11th June 2018
Year 7 - week commencing
Monday 18th June 2018

On Tuesday 23rd January 2018, Years 11, 12
and 13 will be having their annual year group
photographs taken. Friendship photographs
can also be taken at a cost of £6.50, to be
paid in cash on the day.
Lateness
The Academy day begins at 8.40am and all students
are expected to be in their form room by that time.
The morning register is electronically taken by
8.40am and students will be marked as late if they
are not in registration by this time. The morning
register is closed at 9.05am. In accordance with the
regulations on attendance, any student arriving after
this time will receive a mark to indicate they are on
the Academy site but this mark will not count as a
‘present’ mark and will be recorded as an
unauthorised absence.

Parish of Saints Peter and Paul, Lincoln
Mass Times
Christmas Mass Times on
Christmas Eve - 24th December 2017:
Children’s Carol Service - 5.30 pm
Vigil Mass - 6 pm
Christmas Carols - 11.30 pm
followed by Midnight Mass
Christmas Day - 25th December 2017:
Morning Mass - 10 am
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