St Peter and St Paul Catholic Voluntary Academy
Western Avenue, Lincoln, LN6 7SX
Telephone: 01522 871400
e-mail: sspp@sspp.lincs.sch.uk

The Academy closes on Friday 5 April
2019 at 3.15 pm

SSPP EASTER NEWSLETTER
As we approach the end of another term at St Peter
and St Paul’s Catholic Voluntary Academy, we should
pause to reflect on the many activities and events that
have taken place within our community. This
newsletter reflects only a summary of the experiences
from January 2019, yet it clearly shows the many
opportunities available to our young people.
As a strong community, we work best as a team. This
was clearly shown on World Book Day where staff and
students joined together in a range of activities;
including some interesting guises for the staff. Well
done to all those students who entered the writing
competition.
As we go to press, the Sixth Form are in the middle of
their “University Challenge” competition. This interhouse competition is in the style of BBC 2’s University
Challenge with electronic buzzers and points system,
built by students, and questions provided by staff. Mr
Woodgate, our own version of Paxman, is putting the
Sixth Formers through their paces with questions on
Psychology, History, Languages, Politics, English,
Maths, Sport, RE, Philosophy, ICT, Geography and
Science, in order to assist them with revision and have
fun at the same time. There are also popular culture
questions thrown in for good measure. In front of a
packed crowd of staff and students, teams from
Bernadette, Francis and Hugh are going head to head
each day. The top scoring teams will then go through
to the next round with the final expected to be in the
first week of next term.
On the final Monday of term, Mr Wilkinson led the
Rewards and Recognition assembly. Once again it was
a wonderful celebration of the work, commitment
and kindness of our students. As we congratulate all
those who received prizes we encourage others to
endeavour to achieve their best both within and
beyond the curriculum.
At the end of March, we said goodbye to Mrs Janice
Craig, our Receptionist for almost 22 years. I would
like to take this opportunity, on behalf of our
community, to thank Janice for her service and
commitment to St Peter and St Paul’s and to wish her
many years of joy on the Golf course.
Easter is a wonderful time of year with the days
lengthening, flowers beginning to appear and the
great feast of Easter. However, it is also the sign for

our Year 11 and
TERM DATES
Year 13 students Easter Term 2019
to be even more
Friday 5 April
- Last day of term
focussed on their
Friday 19 April
- Good Friday
preparation for
Monday 22 April
- Easter Monday
their final
examinations. In Whitsun Term
Tuesday 23 April
- Students return
addition, our
Monday 6 May
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Year 10 students Friday 24 May
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Monday 3 June
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Handbook as well Christmas Term
Tuesday 29 October
- Students return
as individual
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timetables will be
given to all
students after Easter. However, Mrs Hobson,
Examinations Officer, has placed all key information
onto the Academy website. Both staff and students
have been working hard in preparation, not only
during lessons but also in intervention groups during
tutor time, lunchtime or after school. There are
several sessions arranged over the holidays which I
encourage all students to take advantage of (letters
have been sent home and details are on the website).
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank our
staff for their ongoing commitment to ensure that all
students have the best preparation and support in
order for them to be successful this summer. Please
remember our students in your prayers as they
progress through this journey.
Following the Easter break, we welcome
Mrs Le Caplain, to our community, as Headteacher of
St Peter and St Paul’s. We look forward to working
with her to lead our academy at this exciting stage of
its development.
Finally, I would like to thank all our students, staff,
Governors, parents and Clergy for their collective and
individual contributions to a wonderful term overall.
On behalf of the community of St Peter and St Paul
Catholic Voluntary Academy, I wish each and every
one of you a happy and holy Easter.
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Candles are lit to
As we move through Lent and enter Holy Week, our
symbolise the light of
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Mr Carroll, Subject Leader of RE

The Meaning of Easter

Easter Reflection
As this term comes to an end, we will be breaking up whilst still in the Lenten period of reflection. Our staff and students have
worked hard and it is time for a rest. What we all hope for, is that reflection to find our deepest self, through forgiving ourselves and
forgiving others, continues. For many of us we may have given up something we really like during Lent to show our respect for
Jesus’ time in the desert. It might be a fast from chocolate or takeaways, (all of these are fine). Pope Francis urges us to remember
that we can also fast the following things:
Fast from hurting words and say kind words,
Fast from sadness and to be filled with gratitude,
Fast from anger and to be filled with patience,
Fast from pessimism and to be filled with hope,
Fast from worries and to trust in God,
Fast from complaints and to contemplate simplicity,
Fast from pressures and to be prayerful,
Fast from bitterness and to fill your heart with joy,
Fast from selfishness and to be compassionate to others,
Fast from grudges and to be reconciled,
Fast from words and to be silent so you can listen.
He recognises that it is difficult to be ‘perfect’ and he urges us to remember that in our discipleship “not to be afraid of falling in the
art of walking. What is important is not avoiding the falling but not remaining fallen. Get up quickly, continue on, and go but it is
also terrible to walk alone, terrible and boring. Walking in the community with friends, with those who love us, helps us get to the
end”. Pope Francis at World Youth Day 2013
Consider Holy Week and Jesus’ last week on Earth, his entry into Jerusalem, his trial, his crucifixion and his resurrection on Easter
Sunday. Would you be prepared to help him when he fell?
Would you walk with him? Who do you walk with? And who walks with you?
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Stations of the Cross
During Lent, students across all year groups took part in ‘Stations of the Cross’ which were available for all to
see in our main hall. The 14 stations depict Jesus’ last day on earth as a man - Good Friday. Each one focusses
on a specific part of Jesus’ passion. They begin with His condemnation and conclude with Jesus being laid in a
tomb, from where he rose up on Easter Sunday. Students were very respectful as they moved from station to
station recalling and reflecting upon each specific event.

We adore you
O Christ and we
praise you,
because by your holy
Cross you have
redeemed the world

Ash Wednesday comes from the ancient Jewish tradition of penance and fasting. The
practice includes the wearing of ashes on the head. The ashes symbolise the dust from
which God made us. We came together as an Academy for a Liturgy which students
lead through prayers and thoughts.

The Chaplaincy Team
The Chaplaincy Team have worked very hard this term, leading assemblies, liturgies, raising money for CAFOD
with an Easter Egg raffle and providing staff and students with resources for reflection during Lent.
Students and staff had the opportunity to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation with all three Parish Priests
attending, during Lent.
Please visit the Catholic Life section on the Academy website, which includes information on liturgies, prayers
and music. Information videos are provided by the Nottingham Catholic Diocese Youth Service.

Living Stones
This continues to be
delivered once a week with
the focus on Lent this term.
Students receive palm leaves
on to which they write their
Lenten Promises.
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YEAR 7 - STEM Day ‘Rocket Cars’
Year 7 students designed and made rocket powered cars. Every team’s car used the same size rocket motor
and competed over the same track distance. The winning teams had cars that had the most efficient
aerodynamics, had lower mass and had to have safe, well designed wheels that reduced friction and could
survive the forces of a high speed run. The key challenges for student teams
were:
· to shape the foam block into the most aerodynamic and lightweight shape
possible within the safety guidelines and rules,
· to create efficient wheels and axles that are safe and strong and meet size
limits.
· to develop a precision timing solution to measure the performance of their cars
and to devise and carry out tests to evaluate, refine and improve their designs.

Wellbeing at the Academy
The charity Mind says mental wellbeing describes your mental state – how you are
feeling and how well you can cope with day-to-day life. Our mental wellbeing is
dynamic. It can change from moment to moment, day to day, month to month or year
to year.
If you are a parent, student, carer and need support with mental health, please visit
the Wellbeing page on the Academy website under the ‘Our Academy’ tab, where you
will find advise, support and help through videos and links to outside agencies.
As a way of recognising the outstanding achievements and contributions
of some of our students, they were invited to take part in the Access to
Parkour activities at The Showroom. Parkour is a fun way of keeping fit,
honing sporting skills and improving mental agility.
The following students were invited to attend:
Bailey Purdy, Ellis Peniston-Hill, Lily McLaughlin, Hannah Turner, Brijith
Andrews, Dace Bligzne, Thomas Bradford, James Morgan, Anya Davy,
Kate Baker, Ainsley Chan and Sean O’Reilly. Well done!
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Library Display
It’s all 'Double, double, toil and trouble' in the library with the post-Christmas
display of Macbeth.
Shakespeare’s play is full of the supernatural;
there were the witches and their prophecies to
ghosts and, of course, murder in a variety of
forms as well as revenge and retribution. The
colours of the display reflect both the dark side of human nature and the
bloodshed that took place, whilst the white masks represent both the
Witches and Lady Macbeth. The small stage is a nod to the fact that it is a
play; the crown and two blood stained swords
represent Macbeth slaying Duncan, the King of
Scotland, in his bid to wear the Crown of
Scotland. Students contributed by painting the
small stage and providing quotes to support the
display. Macbeth is studied by
students in Years 8 and 11.
Footnote: According to a theatrical
superstition, called the Scottish curse,
speaking the name ‘Macbeth’ inside a
theatre will cause disaster. A variation
of the superstition also forbids quoting
it within a theatre, except as part of an
actual rehearsal or performance of the play. To offset the ‘curse’,
Macbeth is often referred to as The Scottish Play.

Year 9 Photography
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World Book Day
World Book Day is a registered charity on a mission to give every
child and young person a book of their own. It’s also a celebration
of authors, illustrators, books and (most importantly) it’s a
celebration of reading. In fact, it’s the biggest celebration of its
kind, designated by UNESCO as a worldwide celebration of books
and reading, and marked in over 100 countries all over the world.

Monica Silva-Lam - Year 7
Which member of staff dressed
up as Lord Voldemort?

Name these characters?

Favourite Characters - Students and staff are all dressed up !
It was a pleasure to see so many staff and students dressed as characters from a
variety of books including Harry Potter, Mary Poppins, Pygmalion - the list goes on.
contributed to what was a great day and we hope that next year it will be even
bigger and better!

It

In honour of World Book Day, staff entered a photo competition called
Who remembers ‘Kes’?
‘The Great Outdoors’. The competition entailed staff taking a photograph of
themselves reading a book outside (they had to be as inventive as possible). The photographs were displayed
in the library and students were asked to vote for their favourite. Photographs were truly inventive with
Mr Cybulski reading whilst travelling on his bicycle (dangerous…), Mrs Levey riding whilst on a horse
(dangerous…) and Mrs Cleaver reading whilst attempting to kiss a chicken (don’t ask…). Votes came in thick
and fast but the outright winner was Miss Cooling, reading Harry Potter in Spanish outside York Minster.
Students also took part in a House championship writing competition in which they had to write a story based
on one of the following titles:
The Bernadette Bandits, The Francis Fellowship and the Hugh Heroes. We had lots of
entries and the majority of the stories were great bed-time reads for our English
department, who judged the contest.
The winners and runners up from each Key Stage were as follows:
Key Stage 3: First – Thaddeus Boyns, Second – Gracie Baker, Third – Dace Bligzne.
Key Stage 4: First – Harry Bradford, Second – Max Bulling, Third —Tobias Weeks.
Key Stage 5: First — Evie Sleeman, Second – Abigail Bell, Third – Olivia Smiatek.
Toby Sheldrake
Valentine
A massive well done goes to all that sent in a story St
and
got involved on World Book Day.
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A note from the Governors

On Thursday 14th
February, Year 13
students attended a
performance of ‘The
Unreturning’ at
Leicester Curve by
world renowned
theatre company, Frantic Assembly. The students
are currently preparing for their final practical
assessment of their A Level studies where they are
using the works of ‘Frantic Assembly’ as inspiration
for their performance.
All of the students
thoroughly enjoyed
the performance
which follows three
young men returning
from wars in different
eras.
In January 2019, one of our very
talented students, Nicole
Stanisz-Jabłonska, took part in a
polish singing competition
entitled ‘An Overview of carols
and pastorals – ‘There is a day’
in London. Nicole won first
place.
Congratulations to Nicole

A very warm welcome once again from the
Governing Body at SSPP and once again I find
myself marvelling at the fact that we are fast
approaching the last term of our academic
year and, with that, comes the ever present
threat of exams and assessments looming.
But, I like to think that this a time to show
yourself just how amazing you all are
(students, staff and parents), that all the hard
work will have been worth it; it should be a
time that is embraced as your time to shine
and the Governing body wish you well with
your preparation and studies.
It may feel that the Academy is constantly in a
transitional period and it is true that we have
had many obstacles in the last six to twelve
months. We are experiencing challenging but
exciting changes. As a result of these changes,
the Governing body here at SSPP are looking
forward to being a part of these progressive
times and we welcome the support and
participation of the staff and parents during
this period. We are constantly striving to
make SSPP a caring and
stable environment for
your child’s learning
experience.
The Governors would like
to wish you all a happy
and holy Easter holiday.
Diane Hipworth
The Chaplaincy Team held an
Easter Tombola and Easter
‘cupcake’ bake sale. All proceeds
went to CAFOD to support the
Lenten period.
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Weekly menus, after the Easter
holidays, are on view on the Academy
website.

Dining Room News
The primary purpose of the dining room is to provide a healthy, appealing,
enjoyable, balanced and affordable lunch and snack service to students and
staff at the Academy.

Chinese New Year Celebrations
On Tuesday 5 February, we celebrated Chinese New
Year in the dining room, with lots of delicious Chinese
dishes like Beef in Black Bean Sauce, Sweet and Sour
Chicken and Chicken Chow Mein. The dining room
was decorated with Chinese dragons and Chinese
flags and the students used chop sticks to eat their
meal. A great and tasty time was had by all.

Shrove Tuesday - 5 March 2019

The Easter Lamb

The canteen staff made over 100 pancakes at
lunch time to help students celebrate the
beginning day of Lent. Pancake Day, or Shrove
Tuesday, is the traditional feast day before the
start of Lent which starts on Ash Wednesday.
Lent, the 40 days leading up to Easter, was
traditionally a time of fasting. On Shrove
Tuesday, Anglo-Saxon Christians went to
confession and were “shriven” (absolved from
their sins). Shrove Tuesday was the last
opportunity to use up
eggs and fats before
embarking on the Lenten
fast and pancakes are the
perfect way of using up
these ingredients.

Roast lamb dinner is a delicious meal for celebrating Easter
here in the UK. The tradition of eating lamb at this time of
year goes back to the Old
Testament, when the
ancestors of the people of
Israel were slaves in Egypt.
They were commanded by
God to sacrifice a lamb on
the night they were freed
from slavery. The people
of Israel commemorate
that great event every
year at Passover with a
special thanksgiving meal
of lamb, bitter herbs (such as horseradish) and unleavened
bread (made without yeast).

At the time of Jesus, every year, the Jewish people would go up to
Jerusalem to sacrifice a lamb and to celebrate the Passover. Jesus also
celebrated the Passover with his disciples. Jesus gave himself up to
death to replace the animal sacrifices made to God. He became the
sacrificial lamb for us, dying for us to set us free from the slavery of sin
and death. So for Christians, the Lamb symbolises the sacrifice that
Jesus made to bring us new life with God. Easter is when we celebrate
this new life and new hope, given to us by Jesus when he rose from the
dead. Easter Lunch was served to celebrate this special time of year in
the calendar:
Roast Lamb with Yorkshires and Homemade Mint Sauce
Roast and Mashed Potatoes, Broccoli and Carrots
Feta and Vegetable Filo Pie served with Potato Wedges and Vegetables
Chocolate Pie with Toffee Sauce
MEAL DEAL £2.40
www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk

New Summer Menu
Look out for our new summer
lunch menu - to be launched after
the Easter holidays. There will be
some new and exciting dishes from
around the world, using seasonal
ingredients. Remember, we also
offer a set menu everyday where
students can purchase a main meal
and a dessert for only £2.40.
Looking forward to seeing you all.
The Canteen Staff.

Primary Outreach
This term, Mrs Evans has been working with Sir Francis Hill Primary School and St Hugh’s Catholic Primary
School to develop their dance and drama.
Sir Francis Hill Year 5 pupils have been studying The Tudors
and King Henry VIII. Mrs Evans has been supporting their
learning through studying medieval music and courtroom
dances, teaching the pupils different formations and routines
to famous compositions like ‘Greensleeves’ and ‘Pastime
With Good Company’.

St Hugh’s Catholic Primary School are
working on the Chinese Dynasty. Mrs Evans
has been supporting their learning with
students’ storyboarding the folktale of
Mulan, creating tableaux and
experimenting with narrations and scripts.
Year 5 pupils are learning a routine to ‘I’ll
Make a Man Out of You’ which explores
Martial Arts and traditional Chinese dance
styles.

Mr Cybulski and Mrs Browne ran ‘Pointless Humanities’
in the style of the famous ‘Pointless’ quiz on television.
During lunchtimes, students from all year groups were
encouraged to attend and test out their knowledge on
subjects like History, Geography, Sport, Politics and
many more.
The winners for each year are as follows….
7 Bernadette, 8 Bernadette, 9 Bernadette,
10 Bernadette, 11 Hugh, 12 Bernadette, 13 Francis.
The quiz was very well attended especially Years 11 to 13 who were brilliant. The Humanities Room was
standing room only for these year groups. I think the younger years may need a little more encouragement.
Go4Schools points were awarded to all those who did turn up and chocolates went to the individual winners.
House

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

Year 11

Year 12

Year 13

H

0

5

10

10

15

5

5

50

F

5

10

0

0

5

10

15

45

B

15

15

15

15

10

15

10

95
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Well done to
all who took
part.
Now who is
prepared to
take on
‘The Chasers’?

In February 2019, Mr Wilkinson and Mrs McNulty escorted 12
students to a ‘taster’ afternoon at Lincoln College. Students
spent the afternoon having a tour of the College and also took
part in a number of ‘taster sessions’ that the College has to
offer. The aim of the session was to find out about College life
and also a range of courses available; this consisted of the
chance to build on existing qualifications with additional
industry-recognised qualifications and certificates.
Student quote after the visit: ‘very helpful, because it gave
me an idea of college life and where to go around the
campus. It also gave me an idea as to which course to choose’
- Gosia Bogdan.

Sporting Fixtures
Hockey
The Dragons, captained by Chris Cox, won the final 3-0 against The Maisie
Daisies. The winning team consisted of Matthew King, Alfie Ryan,
Connor Dennis, Jude Andrews and Edi Soulman.
Badminton
Raise the Barr, captained by our very own Mr Barr, won the final 39-23
against the Smash’bulskis. The winning team consisted of Matthew King,
Joe Wilks, Taylor Field and Andreea Apostoae.
Young Carers
‘A young carer is a young person, under the age of 18, who cares, unpaid, for a person who
has any type of physical or mental illness, disability, drug and or alcohol dependency or who
is elderly’.
Mrs Rodak is the ‘Young Carers’ keyworker in the Academy and is constantly raising funds to
take Young Carers out on trips. If you would like to discuss about being a ‘young carer’ or
have any specific issues, Mrs Rodak can be found in the Newman Centre.

The ‘Mobile Phone’ policy now reads as follows:‘Mobile phones should not be visible or audible, intentionally or
unintentionally at any time’.
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Noticeboard
Please note that The Academy
re-opens on
Tuesday 23 April 2019 at
8.40 am
PARENTAL APPOINTMENTS
If you need to speak to, or meet a
member of staff, please telephone or
email the Academy and an appointment
can be arranged. Should you arrive
without an appointment, we will
endeavour to meet with you. However,
please be aware that this is not always
possible due to the teaching and other
commitments of staff. If staff are not
available, you will be asked to return at a
more convenient time or you will be
contacted to make an appointment,
within 48 hours.
Your support is greatly appreciated

PARKING
Parents are asked to be considerate
when dropping off or waiting to collect
students, before and after school. The
Academy has had several complaints
from neighbours living on Western
Avenue. Some parents are blocking
their driveways and are therefore
contravening Road Traffic Laws. Please
also be reminded that, for health and
safety reasons, parents are not
permitted to use the Academy car park
to drop off or pick up students.
A safe and legal ‘pick up point ‘ outside
of the Academy should be arranged with
your son/daughter. Please also be
mindful of parking in the Church car park
before and afterschool as students also
use that exit.

Reminder to Parents
We would like to take this opportunity to remind parents of the
following Academy rules:
Can Parents, Carers, Guardians please ensure that students wear
the correct uniform at all times. The uniform policy can be found
on the Academy website.
Nail varnish is not permitted and students will be asked to
remove this. This includes gel nails and gel nail polish.
Fizzy drinks, canned or glass bottled drinks of any kind are not
permitted.

Is 90% attendance
good?
A school year is 38
weeks or 190 days.
90% attendance
means a student is
absent for 19 days:
that is approximately
4 school weeks or put
in another way ½ a
day a week.
Over 5 years, from
Year 7 to 11 this
would equate to
about half a year.
Attendance percentages are not like examination results.
An attendance percentage needs to be in the high nineties before
it can be considered good. The expected minimum is 95%.
There is a strong link between good attendance and achieving
good examination results. Research shows having 20 days off
school in a year means you will probably obtain a grade lower in
GCSEs than you are really capable of.
Parents, Carers, Guardians:
Please encourage students to wear a cycle helmet and have
lights on their bikes.
When cycling on pavements, can cyclists please be considerate
to people walking on the pavements by slowing down and
keeping to the cycle paths wherever possible.
Please visit our website and click on the links to follow our Facebook
and Twitter pages, for regular news and updates
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Thank you for your support
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SUMMER EXAMINATIONS
All students have access to ‘gcsepod’ and ‘PixlMaths’ App. These are digital resources that
can be accessed anytime on a computer, laptop, tablet and mobile phone.
Student Exams
The Summer Season Examinations
for
Years 10, 11, 12 and 13
will commence on the
13 May 2019
and the last exam takes place on the
26 June 2019.
The last date is a contingency day.
Students must be available up to and
including this date.
Students will receive their individual
timetables after Easter.
For further information regarding
examinations, please see the
examination section on the updated
Academy Website.

Parishioners are requested to check
with their Parish bulletins for any
amendments to the times listed below.

Mass Times
Our Lady of Lincoln
Maundy Thursday
7.30pm
Good Friday
3.00pm
Stations of the Cross
7.00pm
Holy Saturday Easter Vigil
8.00pm
Easter Sunday Masses
9.30 am and 11.00am

Mass Times
St Hugh’s Catholic Church
Maundy Thursday
7.00 pm

Mass Times
St Peter and St Paul Catholic Church
Maundy Thursday
7.00 pm

Good Friday
Walk of Witness
11.00 am

Good Friday
Walk of Witness
11.00 am

Stations of the Cross
11.45 am

Celebration of the Passion
of the Lord
3.00 pm

Celebration of the Passion of the
Lord
3.00 pm
Holy Saturday Easter Vigil
7.00 pm
Easter Sunday
8.30 am, 10.00 am, 6.00 pm
Polish Mass
12.15pm
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Stations of the Cross
7.00 pm
Saturday
Święcone (Blessing of food)
12.00 pm
Holy Saturday Easter Vigil
8.30 pm
Easter Sunday Masses
9.00 am and 11.00 am

