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Students return to school on
Monday 6 January 2020 at 8.40 am

DECEMBER 2019

SSPP NEWS

The Academy closes on
THURSDAY 19 DECEMBER 2019 at 3.15 pm

TERM DATES 2019/2020
Epiphany Term
Monday 6 January 2020 - All students
Thursday 13 February - Last day of term
Easter Term
Monday 24 February 2020 - All students
Thursday 2 April - Last day of term
Friday 10 April - Good Friday
Monday 13 April - Easter Monday

Congratulations to William Johns, winner of the Christmas Card Competition and for
capturing this frosty morning on his way to school

Christmas Message
Dear Parents and Carers

I am sure you will share with me
as I thank the staff for their hard
It is almost Christmas! I felt that
work this term. Their total
the Christmas season really
commitment to the children in
began once we had our school
the day to day life in school is
carol concert at our church. It
astonishing. Many thanks also
was a wonderful and prayerful
for the work that governors, who
service, reminding us all about
are all volunteers, commit to
the true meaning of Christmas.
ensure that our school is the
It is always made extra special
best it can be.
each year because it is led by
pupils from our Catholic feeder I have thoroughly enjoyed this
schools as well as from our
half term standing in for your
school. This beautiful service,
Head Teacher Mrs Le Caplain. I
showcasing the talents of our
am pleased to be able to say that
musicians and the staff who
she has made a great recovery
work with them, brings our
and will be starting full time
community together to enjoy our again in January. The Trust has
favourite carols, be reminded of asked if I am able to continue
key Christmas messages and feel supporting the school during the
inspired by the solo and
rest of the academic year on a
ensemble performances of our
part time basis. I have enjoyed
musicians and actors. My thanks my work with the staff and
go to all those who organised it students and if my wife agrees, I
and took part. Such important
am looking forward to
events always take a lot of work continuing next term.
for those people involved, it is
As we reflect on the true
hugely appreciated.
magnitude of Christ’s birth again
www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk

Whitsun Term
Monday 20 April 2020 - All students
Friday 22 May - Last day of term
Friday 8 May 2020 - Bank Holiday
Trinity Term
Monday 1 June 20120 - All students
Friday 21 July - Last day of term

this Christmas, let us remind
ourselves about the importance
of small acts of kindness, it is
often the little things that are so
important. Let us embrace this
by ensuring that we enjoy
ourselves safely but also take
time to look out for those
nearest and dearest to us and
those less fortunate than
ourselves. Let us remind
ourselves that whatever our
beliefs, Christmas is a time of
year when the spirit of human
kindness means so much for
ourselves and others. I hope
that despite all the preparations,
that you are able to take time for
each other, remember the true
meaning of Christmas and spend
time with family and friends.
God Bless
Bill Scriven

2

Collective Worship and Catholic Life of the School
It has been a very busy term, full of wonderful
St Thérèse of Lisieux Catholic Multi Academy Trust
occasions for the students in our Academy. Our
Feast Day Mass
st
students have participated and shown real leadership On Tuesday 1 of October we
and determination to make every part of our
were given the honour of
community feel like they belong.
hosting the St Thérèse of
Lisieux Catholic Multi Academy
I would like to say a special thank you to the
Trust Feast Day Mass. We
Chaplaincy Team and Sixth Form for their continued
were joined by our 15 sister
support and leadership. You are wonderful
Academies within our Trust to
ambassadors for all other students and it shows in
celebrate Mass. It was a
the responses during charity events, collective
wonderful experience full of
worship, tutor time liturgies and when delivering the
worship, art, liturgical dance
‘Living Stones’ programme.
and music.
Mrs J Shinn, Lay Chaplain
All of the 16 schools commissioned a piece of artwork
Year 7 Liturgy
which shows how St Thérèse of Lisieux’s little ways
On Thursday 17th of September, Year 7 and their
are present within our school communities. These
parents and carers were invited to join us for a liturgy were presented and blessed and are now hung in the
on friendship, following on from their very successful St Thérèse of Lisieux Catholic
trip to Lockerbrook.
Multi Academy Trust building, at
Thank you to all the students who took part in making The Lawns in Lincoln.
this a lovely occasion for reflection on your time here A special thank you to all of the
since September and the friendships you have made. clergy, staff and students for
their participation, in particular
the readers, artists, dancers and
Welcome Mass
th
the St Peter and St Paul Worship
On Wednesday 25 of September 2019 we had a
Band.
wonderful ‘Welcome Mass’ where our Year 7
students and
Operation Christmas Child 2019
new members
Thank you to all who contributed
of staff were
to the shoebox appeal this year.
welcomed to
Your contributions were gratefully
our community.
received and will make a
Sixth Form
difference to so many children
students
across the world this Christmas.
commentated
throughout the
Next Year, we shall be
mass, to help
supporting ‘Faith in
our new and current members
Families’ It has a long
have a deeper understanding of
history, beginning in
the different parts of the mass.
Nottingham in 1948,
We were also given the gift of
known as the Catholic’s
being accompanied by The St
Children Society. “Our
Peter and St Paul Worship Band
belief in the importance of family life is as strong today as
and Choir who brought a fresh
it was when we first began. Over the last 70 years they
sound to the hymns and songs
have found new loving homes for more than 3,000
we use for collective worship.
children. These are children who, for various reasons, are
unable to continue living with their birth families”.
www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk
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Helping local people in crisis
The Lincoln Community Larder is a registered charity which aims to relieve
poverty in the Lincoln area through the provision of basic nutritious food
and other basic amenities to those in need of short term help. They also
support those suffering from illness or special needs. They issue Larder
Vouchers to a variety of agencies in the area who then refer people in
need of assistance and give 3 days worth of food for each person included
on the voucher.
Thank you to all of our staff, students, parents and carers who made donations to the Lincoln Community
Larder. All of your donations were gratefully received on Friday 13 th of December ready to be given to so
many families within our city who need our help at this time.

Joint Carol Service
On Tuesday 5th of
December, we
hosted the Lincoln
Catholic
Academies Joint
Advent Service,
with St Hugh’s and
Our Lady of
Lincoln. It was a
wonderful evening, celebrating the start of Advent, including music, drama and
readings from students from all three Academies. Students in Year 8, supported
by Mrs McNulty created lanterns to light the school path. Thank you to all

This charming story is told of Pepita, a poor Mexican girl who had no gift to present the Christ Child at
Christmas Eve Services. As Pepita walked slowly to the chapel with her cousin Pedro, her heart was filled with
sadness rather than joy. “I am sure, Pepita, that even the most humble gift, if given in love, will be acceptable
in His eyes," said Pedro consolingly.
Not knowing what else to do, Pepita knelt by the roadside and gathered a handful of common weeds,
fashioning them into a small bouquet. Looking at the scraggly bunch of weeds, she felt more saddened and
embarrassed than ever by the humbleness of her offering. She fought back a tear as she entered the small
village chapel.
As she approached the altar, she remembered Pedro's kind words: "Even the most humble gift, if given in love,
will be acceptable in His eyes." She felt her spirit lift as she knelt to lay the
bouquet at the foot of the nativity scene. Suddenly, the bouquet of weeds
burst into blooms of brilliant red, and all who saw them were certain that
they had witnessed a Christmas miracle right before their eyes.
From that day on, the bright red flowers were known as the Flores de Noche
Buena, or Flowers of the Holy Night, for they bloomed each year during the
Christmas season and thus, the legend of the poinsettia was born.

www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk
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Advent
Advent is a time when we prepare for the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ. It is a time to reflect on the past
year, think about our lives and the lives of
others. There is much to reflect on from this
year. With all of the pressures and our busy lives, it is
a time to really reflect on what is important, and put
into perspective the things we are blessed with: love,
family, friends, health and hope.

that can give
comfort, support
and strength.

Just as any family
awaits the birth
of a new child,
let us reflect on
the birth of Jesus
Christ, Son of
God, Mary his mother and Joseph, who was a
Pope Francis said: “Advent is a time for hope; a hope constant strength. Let us take hope from their
which does not disappoint. The lord never lets us
humanity and strength which brought great joy to all
down.” If we put our trust in God and our hopes for
people.
the future, it can give us purpose, spirit and the
Christmas is a time to see the wonder in all - to be
tenacity to move forward and right the wrongs of the loving and giving to many, and to celebrate what is
past year.
still to come.
Christmas time can be a difficult time for some; it can
be lonely, it can be a time of mourning and it can be a
time of unachievable expectation. As human beings
and children of God, we have a responsibility to those
who we know are suffering, to ease the strains and
stresses and pour out our love and support in a way

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a
very happy and peaceful Christmas, full of love and
laughter.
Mrs J Shinn, Lay Chaplain

Christmas Mass Times
Our Lady of Lincoln
Laughton Way

24 December 2019
5.30 pm - Children’s
Carol Service
6 pm - Vigil Mass
11.30 pm - Carols and Reading
Midnight - Mass
25 December 2019
10 am - Mass
26 December 2019
10 am - Mass
1 January 2020
10 am - Mass

24 December 2019
6.30 pm - Vigil Mass
10.00 pm - Carols
10.30 pm - Mass of the Night
25 December 2019
9.30 am - Mass of the day

www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk
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Year 11 Photography

www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk
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“At

the going down of the sun, and in the morning, we will remember them”.

This year, 2019, saw the 75th anniversary
of the D-Day Landings in 1944. Students
at St Peter and St Paul Academy paid
tribute to all those who gave their lives on
D-Day and also to those who took part in
every conflict since World War I. The
focus of the service was on the Royal and
Merchant Navy and their key roles in the
preparations and landings at Normandy.
The students, staff and guests gathered
together in the church to commemorate
this important and poignant day. Cadets
from the Navy, Army and RAF presented the colours at the
beginning of the service and all the students and guests showed the
utmost respect during the ‘one minute silence’. Students in Year 11 laid poppies at the altar whilst the
Academy choir sang a beautiful rendition of ‘Benedictus’. Each poppy represented a member of the Royal
Navy, Merchant Navy or Royal Marines who had fallen during conflicts over the last 100 years. Students
studying History and Politics A level read poetry linked to the Royal Navy and led the prayers for the fallen.
The service was very moving and gave us all the opportunity to reflect and remember the brave men and
women who gave their lives for our future.

Western Front Tour - 30 June to 2 July 2020
The Humanities Department, in partnership with
Remembrance Travel, are planning a 3-day
educational visit to the Western Front/ World
War I Battlefields in both France and Belgium,
commencing Tuesday 30th June and returning on
Thursday 2nd July. The main purpose of the visit
is for our students to experience this very
poignant time in our history and support their
studies of World War I and Trench Warfare.

Lourdes Pilgrimage - 10 July to 18 July 2020
The Nottingham Diocese in partnership with Tangney Tours is delighted to announce a pilgrimage to
Lourdes. This will take place on Friday 10th July 2020 returning on Saturday 18th July 2020.
This year, we would like to invite students from St Peter and St Paul’s Catholic Voluntary Academy to join us
and represent both the school and the St Thérèse of Lisieux Catholic Multi
Academy Trust. Lourdes is one of the most popular Catholic pilgrimage
destinations in the world. During the past 160 years, millions of pilgrims
have flocked to the site with the hope of receiving a special healing and a
deepening of faith. To be part of a pilgrimage and to gather with other
pilgrims across our diocese will be a truly memorable occasion for all. For
further details please contact the Academy or collect a letter from the
library or reception.
www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk
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Christmas Cracker Jokes - Can you match up the joke with the punchline?
Ice

Why did Santa's helper see the doctor?
Who delivers presents to cats?

Clau

What do you get if you
cross Santa with a duck?

cap
s

!

bia!
opho

str

Who is Santa Claus married to?

What do you call a cat in the desert?

No. He was Elf-taught!

Sa
What do they sing at a
snowman's birthday party?

nd

AH
oll

yD

av

Mary Christmas!

What says Oh Oh Oh?

ids

What does Santa suffer from if
he gets stuck in a chimney?
Did Rudolph go to school?

ho
n'

So

h

a
ec

law
s!

on

!

What do snowmen wear on their
heads?
What do they sing at a snowman's
birthday party?

yC

ho

'!
ho
st

A

ri
Ch

s
ma

qu

An

er!
ack

!

Sa

n ta

Santa walking backwards!

elfc
icle

Beca
u
low " se he had
elf" e
a
steem
!

What kind of motorbike does Santa ride?

Pa

ws
!

What do you call a frozen elf
hanging from the ceiling?

Not a “Bah Humbug” in sight as the English Department and Library prepare for the festive
season with what is now the Dickensian themed display in the Library. The display is based on
‘A Christmas Carol’ by Charles Dickens and focuses on how both light and shade are used to
illustrate the characters of the novella and how they impact on each other throughout the
story and society itself. The display is tactile, using traditional Victorian colours, inviting
students to look at and examine the props and ‘prompt cards’ to enhance their understanding
of the book.

www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk
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York University
Since the foundation in 1963, York’s focus on academic excellence has
resulted in a strong reputation across the globe. In the Times Higher
Education World University Rankings 2019 it was ranked in the Top 50
in the world for Arts and Humanities and in the top 100 for Social
Sciences. There is a diverse mix of cultures and nationalities on
campus. This provides the opportunity to benefit from different
perspectives and gain a greater understanding of the wider world.
Year 13 Students visited York University
and upon arrival they spent the morning at the University with a grand tour
of the building and finding out what the University had to offer.

Small change. Big difference.

Now, who would wear socks like these?

Whether it is verbal, physical, online or in-person, bullying has a
significant impact on a child’s life well into adulthood.
By making small, simple changes, we can break this
cycle and create a safe environment for everyone.
Because together, we can challenge bullying. Change
starts with a conversation. It starts with checking in. It
starts with working together.

Mr Wilkinson!!!!!

What is it?
Most importantly, Odd Socks Day is designed to be fun!
It’s an opportunity to encourage people to express themselves and celebrate their
individuality and what makes us all unique!

Nationally -

Very colourful, Mr Thornton!

24% of children surveyed said they are bullied once a week or more
11% said they have missed school because of bullying

www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk
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Academy Trips this term…..
Lockerbrook Outdoor Centre - October 2019 leadership and problem solving as well as building up
their confidence, self-esteem and developing new
Once again, at the start of friendships. All of these skills can be used to under-pin
the new academic year,
their academic progress.
our Year 7 students went
to Lockerbrook Outdoor
Centre, set in the beautiful
Peak District National Park,
Derbyshire. Set high up in
‘The Peaks’ and
overlooking the
magnificent Ladybower
Reservoir, this visit offered
our new students a
fantastic opportunity to meet and work with their
peers and staff during their first year at St Peter and St
Paul Catholic Voluntary Academy.
As ever, the visit was hugely successful with over fifty
students taking part - composed of two groups - each
group stayed either from the Monday morning to
Wednesday midday, or Wednesday midday to Friday
midday.
Activities: an action packed programme started off
with an energetic hike alongside the Derwent
reservoir with a friendly ‘stone- skimming’ contest
thrown in for good measure. Following the walk, it
was back to the centre for supper, followed by
roasting marshmallows by the campfire. Prayers
ended the formal part of the evening.
Day two started with group activities consisting of
Orienteering, Den Building, Night-Line and Mountain
Biking. Following all these exertions, everyone was
ready for the delicious hearty meal prepared by our
own staff, followed by prayers. The finale to the day
was a night walk: free from light pollution, this
allowed students a spectacular view of the night sky
as they observed “shooting stars” and the
International Space Station as it passed over the
British Isles.
Spirituality: in keeping with the Catholic ethos of our
school, a ‘Gospel Value’ was discussed in the evening
based on the Mission Statement of the Academy:
‘Living Life to The Full ‘. All of these activities allowed
each child to excel in skills such as team building,
www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk
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Year 8 Literary Trip to Dracula’s Home
Whitby

As part of their English lessons, Mrs Cleaver’s Year 8 English group have been
studying Bram Stoker’s Dracula. They have undertaken an in depth study of
the context, language, characters, setting and plot. With this in mind, they
embarked on a day trip to Whitby to see Bram Stoker’s setting for
themselves.
English Heritage were kind enough to allow the
students in for free on a self-led visit, Mrs Challans
agreed to drive the minibus and Mrs McNulty offered to support the trip for the
day. What a fantastic day it was! Several literary activities were undertaken as
part of the visit as well as a brisk jaunt around Whitby itself.

Harvest Festival
Harvest Festival reminds
Christians of all the good
things God gives them.
This makes them want to
share with others who
are not so fortunate. In
schools and in Churches,
people bring food from
home to a Harvest
Festival Service. After the service, the food that has been
put on display is usually made into parcels and given to people in need. Thank you to Mrs Sansam for this
beautiful display in the Library
www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk
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Day of the Dead Crosses

Photo Gallery

Year 9 GCSE - Clay pumpkin pinch pots

Year 7
Autumn
Cobweb
Weaves

Year 10 Artist Study Rachel Whiteread sculptures

Year 10 Creative Photography - In the style of
Brno del Zou

www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk

12

Safeguarding at SSPP
All of the Academy’s safeguarding policies and procedures are available on our website and we encourage parents to
view these documents to get an understanding of how we at SSPP continue to keep children safe. The aim of this
information is to communicate key information with parents concerning ways in which you can safeguard your own
children at home as well as continually demonstrating our commitment to working with parents and pupils to actively
promote the safeguarding and welfare of children.
There are also links on our website which signpost you and your children to lots of useful materials aimed at raising
awareness of many areas of concern. These include: internet safety, racism, bullying, keeping children safe, domestic
violence and support services. We are adding information to the website constantly and would ask that you check the
page on a regular basis.
Online Safety
As Christmas draws near, a lot of you may be considering buying mobile phones / tablets for your children or new games
for them to play on their X-Boxes, PCs and PlayStations as gifts.
As parents we are sure you are more than aware of the risks our young people face online and that they do not always
realise they are putting themselves at risk when accessing social media or online gaming. As parents we ask you to be
vigilant about what your child accesses on the internet. Although it is the policy of Facebook and other well-known social
networks that children under the age of 13 are not allowed a profile, it is widely known that many children below that
age are accessing this type of social media.
We strongly advise that children under the age of 13 do not have access to these networks. Those that are aged 13 or
above should be reminded about the sharing of personal information and making new ‘friends’ on social media who in
fact they do not really know. Ignoring ratings can subject your child to images or situations that they are not emotionally
ready for. Please ensure the security settings are set to the highest level so that only friends can see their information;
check that their friends are people they know in the real world and discuss safe use with your child
With regard to games, we are increasingly aware that some younger pupils either play on or watch adults or older
siblings playing on games with age 18 ratings. The website: www.askaboutgames.com provides further information
about video games ratings and offers real family stories and suggestions on how video games can be a creative and
collaborative experience for all the family.
Winter Safety
With the dark days well and truly upon us, we would ask you, as parents, to ensure that your child is visible to cars and
other road users on their way to and from school. Please ensure that they are taking safe routes and not walking
through the parks or alley ways on their own.
Reminder
Parents are, as always, asked to report safeguarding concerns to the Academy so that we can provide support and
guidance and, where necessary, access external agency support, with the aim of keeping the young person safe from
harm. We also encourage all students and staff to report safeguarding concerns directly to their teacher, tutor, head of
House or the Designated Safeguarding Leads.
The Safeguarding Officers are:
Mrs R LeCaplain - 01522 871400 / sspp@sspp.lincs.sch.uk,
Mr P Wilkinson - 01522 871400 / sspp@sspp.lincs.sch.uk,
Miss G Bell - 01522 871400 / sspp@sspp.lincs.sch.uk
The Designated Safeguarding Governor is: Mrs C Latimer.

We wish you a safe Christmas!

www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk
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Awards Evening - 16 December 2019
KEY STAGE 4 AWARDS

Certificates, Awards and Prizes presented by
Mr W Scriven, Executive Headteacher

KEY STAGE 5 SUBJECT AWARDS
The Headteacher’s Award for
Academic Attainment at Key Stage 5
The Headteacher’s Award for
Academic Effort at A Level
The Charles Riley Memorial Award
For Religious Studies at A Level
The David Goddard Memorial Award
For English at A Level
The Mathematics Award at A Level
The Physics Award at A Level
The Chemistry Award at A Level
The School Association Award
For Biology at A Level
The Applied Science Award at BTEC
The Psychology Award at A Level
The St Joseph’s Award for
History at A Level
The Government and Politics Award
The St Hugh’s Award for ICT Level 3
The Loué Award for French
The Luiggi Award in
Business Studies at Key Stage 5
The Award for Business Studies
The Margaret Cox Award for

Olivia Hipworth
Kieran Milne
Keely Allen
Chloe Brown
William Oldham
William Oldham
Amber Mitchell
Joseph Lynch
Jay Foster
Keelan O’Reilly

Kieran Milne
Olivia Hipworth
Zuzanna Walaszczyk
Jasmine Butt
Callum Barton
Brandon Chandler

YEAR 12 HEADTEACHER AWARDS
The Headteacher’s Award for
Olivia Smiatek
Academic Attainment at AS Level in Year 12
The Headteacher’s Award for
Mikolaj Kosmider
Academic Effort at AS level in Year 12

Congratulations to all students. You have
all worked extremely hard and achieved
your goals.

The Headteacher’s Prize for
Academic Attainment
The Headteacher’s Prize for
Academic Effort
The GCSE Prize for Religious Studies
The GCSE Prize for English
The GCSE Prize for Mathematics
The GCSE Prize for Biology
The GCSE Prize for Chemistry
The GCSE Prize for Physics
The GCSE Prize for History
The GCSE Prize for Geography
The GCSE Prize for French
The GCSE Prize for Spanish
The GCSE Prize for Sport
The Kevin McGarr Prize for Sport
The GCSE Prize for Drama
The Stanley Llewellyn Prize for
Performing Arts
Our Lady of Lincoln Prize for Art
The Betty Noonan Memorial Prize
For Food Technology
The Les Osborn Memorial Prize for
Vocational Education at Key Stage 4
The Prize for iMedia OCR Level 2
The GCSE Prize for Computing
The Prize for:Travel and Tourism
Childcare
Business Studies

Georgina Mitchell
Marilini Rodrigues Silva
Marilini Rodrigues Silva
David Thorne
George Brumpton
Georgina Mitchell
Dylan Ramm
George Brumpton
Hugh Tweddle
Lauren Parker
Alessandro Tasselli
Paulina Rybczynska
Alex Atkinson
Christica Thomas Robinson
Lauren Parker
Harvey Waby
Georgina Mitchell
Emelia Hipworth
Mia Buckley
Melissa Butler
Adam Wright
Rhys Thompson
Anaya Lewis
Meghann Butt

Outstanding Contribution to Academy Life
Amber Mitchell and Joseph Tweddle
The Sheila Phillips Memorial Prize - Jacob Thorne
Don Felipas Trophy Jonah Sanders
The Bishop Grosseteste Prize
for the Sciences - Joseph Lynch
The Bishop Grosseteste Prize
for the Arts Olivia Hipworth
Lincoln University Business
and Enterprise Billy Craig
The Governors’ Award Lily-Anne Reeves
Laurie Ellicot Prize for
Additional Needs Emily Williams
Student Council Award Morgan Wilkinson
Student of the Year William Oldham
Certificates may now be collect from Mrs Cybulska. Please
make contact to arrange collection. It is not Academy policy to
send certificates out in the post as they may get lost.

www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk
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The Year Of The Word - ‘The God Who Speaks’
“We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what
we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our
hands, concerning the word of life.” 1 John 1:1
The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales has designated 2020
as the ‘The God Who Speaks: The Year of the Word’ to celebrate the
10th anniversary of verbum Domini - Pope Benedict XVI’s Apostolic Exhortation on ‘The Word of the Lord’ and
1600th anniversary of the death of St Jerome, who translated the Bible into Latin.
Therefore, 2020 will be a year of celebrating, living and sharing God’s word through a range of events,
activities and resources, available across the dioceses of England and Wales. ‘Scripture is at the centre of
everything the church does. The Word of God shapes our prayer and worship. The Bible shows us how to
understand the world, how we are called to live and relate to each other.’
In partnership with the Bible Society, ‘The God Who Speaks: The Year of the Word’ focuses on celebrating,
living and sharing God’s Word throughout the Catholic Church in England and Wales. In keeping with the
church’s three year cycle, there will also be a specific focus on St Matthew’s Gospel. Please find the website
link below. This website has been specially designed and dedicated to ‘The God Who Speak - The Year of the
Word.’ http://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/events/the-god-who-speaks/
For more information please see the Catholic Life Section of the school website for updates throughout the
year.

Official Prayer For The Year:
Living God, You walk alongside us and speak to us throughout the scriptures.
Your Son, Jesus Christ, listens to our hopes and fears and shows us how to live for one another.
Send us the Holy Spirit to open our hearts and minds so that we may be your witnesses throughout the
world. Amen
V. Your word is our path and your truth is our light.
R. This day and every day.
Our Lady of the Annunciation - PRAY FOR US.
St Matthew - PRAY FOR US.
LIVING GOD’S WORD:
St Jerome - PRAY FOR US.
We not only need to hear and
receive God’s word, we also need to
put that word into practice.
FILMS: SCRIPTURE AND ART:
Cardinal Vincent Nichols launches our 2020 'God
Who Speaks' Scripture initiative from the National
Gallery in London. The Cardinal stands alongside
three devotional and dynamic paintings by
different artists to bring to life their meaning for
our times.

CELEBRATING GOD’S WORD:
Whenever we celebrate the liturgy, the
Scriptures are proclaimed. We listen to
God speaking to us with the Church.

FOCUS: Throughout the year there
will be a different monthly focus
to help explore three themes;
celebrating, living and sharing
God's word.

www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk
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A note from the Exams Office!
This term, the Mock examinations took place for Year 11 and 13
students and some Year 12 students who are taking
examinations in the summer. The Mocks are run in the same
way as external examinations, to help students familiarise
themselves on how the examinations are administered and get
used to the regulations. The regulations are set nationally and
all schools have to follow the same set of rules for each
examination.
A reminder for all students: Mobile phones and other internet enabled devices are not allowed in the
examination room and if a student is found to have a mobile phone on them, even if it is switched off, it could
have an impact on their final grades.
Prior to the Summer examinations beginning, the Examinations Officer will take an assembly to remind all
students of the rules. In addition, an information booklet, which contains all the rules and information needed
for a successful examination season, will be given to students.
In January 2020, Year 11 and Sixth Form students have external examinations for which they have their
timetables and overview of regulations. Students need to arrive on time and have all the equipment they
need ready to sit the examinations.
There are assessments for all year groups during the academic year. This will give students the opportunity of
taking assessments under examination conditions.
INTERNAL ASSESSMENT DATES 2019-2020
Year 9 - week commencing
Monday 13 January 2020
Year 10 - week commencing
Monday 3rd February 2020
Year 8 - week commencing
Monday 2nd March 2020
Year 11 Mocks (2) - week commencing
Monday 9th March 2020
Year 7 - week commencing
Monday 8th June 2020
Year 12 Mocks - week commencing
Monday 15th June 2020
The official January 2020 Exam Timetable is now posted on the Examination Noticeboard for students and is
also available on the Academy website.

The Christmas tree today is a common custom to most of
us. There are many interesting connections to ancient
traditions such as Egyptian and Roman customs, early
Christian practices, and Victorian nostalgia. However,
most scholars point to Germany as being the origin of
the Christmas tree.
www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk
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Noticeboard
Students being dropped off and collected
from the Academy:Parents who drive their children to and from
school should not be entering into the school car
park. This is an extremely busy area at these
times and it is requested that parents drop off and
arrange to collect their children from outside the
Academy gates. Also, we ask that all parents are
considerate of our neighbours on Western Avenue
and do not block their driveways or park on the
grass verges.

School Coats and Uniforms
Students can wear either a plain black or a plain
dark blue weatherproof coat whilst on the
Academy site.
We would also like to remind parents of the
correct Academy uniform. A full description can
be found in students’ daybooks.

A polite note to parents/carers:Please remember that it is not possible to
see you on demand. Kindly make sure you
have made an appointment with the
appropriate member of staff before
arriving at the Academy to avoid
disappointment.

Weather Notice
We would like to take this opportunity to remind
parents about how to find out the latest news
should the Academy have to take the decision to
close.
The quickest and best route is to check the
Academy website: www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk
This site will always have the very latest
information available. However, we will notify BBC
Radio incolnshire and Lincs FM radio stations that
we are closed.

Why Regular Attendance is so Important
Ensuring your child’s regular attendance is your legal responsibility.
By law, absences can only be authorised by the Academy; absences
are not authorised simply by a parent calling in. Any absence
during term time affects the continuity of a child’s schooling and
more frequent absence seriously affects their learning. The
Academy year is 190 days. Whilst attendance of 90% may sound
impressive, by the end of the academic year, a student with 90%
attendance will have missed 19 days of learning. Evidence has
shown that if a child’s attendance falls below 90%, it directly
impacts on their academic progress and ultimately their future
employability.
Holidays in Term Time
There is no legal entitlement for parents/carers to take their
children out of the Academy for holidays during term time. The
Academy expects support from parents/carers by not taking their
children out of the Academy during term time. Any requests for
leave of absence should be made prior to the period of absence in
writing to the Head teacher. In most cases however, the absence
will be coded as unauthorised, and where there are other
attendance issues, legal action may be incurred.
Medical Appointments
Medical or dental appointments, whenever possible, should be
arranged outside of Academy hours. A whole day of absence will
not be authorised for routine medical appointments such as a
dental check-up.
Persistent Absenteeism
Students with attendance of 90% or less across the academic year
are categorised by the Department of Education as a ‘persistent
absentee’. This is irrespective of the reasons given for the absences
and it does not matter whether the absences have been authorised
by the Academy or not. When a student’s Academy attendance
drops below 90%, we do not routinely authorise any absence
unless it is supported by medical evidence.

Years 11, 12 and 13 Whole Year Photographs
On Tuesday 28 January 2020, Years 11, 12 and
13 will be having their annual year group
photographs taken. Friendship photographs
can also be taken and may be ordered at a
later date.

Please visit our website and click on the links to follow our
Facebook and Twitter pages, for regular news and updates

www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk

www.sspp.lincs.sch.uk

